Readings for Thursday, October 24, 2024

Saint James of Jerusalem
Brother of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and Martyr, c. 62

Psalm #1

The Two Ways

1  Happy are those
who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;

2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law they meditate day and night.

3 They are like trees
planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper.

4  The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.



Acts 15:12-22a

The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the
signs and wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they
finished speaking, James replied, ‘My brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God
first looked favourably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his

name. This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, “After this I will return,
and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins I will rebuild it,
and I will set it up, so that all other peoples may seek the Lord—even all the Gentiles over
whom my name has been called. Thus says the Lord, who has been making these

things known from long ago.” Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not
trouble those Gentiles who are turning to God, but we should write to them to abstain only
from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been

strangled and from blood. For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had those who
proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues.’

The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers

Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided to choose
men from among their members and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers,

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you,
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to
believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to

me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has not
been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but
the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you
have come to believe.



Matthew 13:54-58

He came to his home town and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they
were astounded and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of

power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his
brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us?
Where then did this man get all this?” And they took offence at him. But Jesus said to them,
‘Prophets are not without honour except in their own country and in their own house.” And
he did not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.

Collect:

Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our
Lord, your church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who
are at variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Saint James of Jerusalem
Brother of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and Martyr, c. 62

In the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the Galatians, the James whom
we commemorate today is called the Lord’s brother. Other writers, following Mark’s
tradition, believe him to have been a cousin of Jesus. Certain apocryphal writings speak of
him as a son of Joseph’s first wife. Whatever his relationship to Jesus—brother, half-
brother, or cousin—James was converted after the resurrection. Eventually, he became
Bishop of Jerusalem.

In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul says that James was favored with a
special appearance of the Lord before the ascension. Later, James dealt cordially with Paul
at Jerusalem, when the latter came there to meet Peter and the other apostles. During the
Council of Jerusalem, when there was disagreement about whether Gentile converts should
be circumcised, James summed up the momentous decision with these words: “My
judgment is that we should impose no irksome restrictions on those Gentiles who are
turning to God” (Acts 15:19).

Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by Hegesippus, declares that James
was surnamed “the Just.” He was holy, abstemious, did not cut his hair nor oil his body,
and was continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his people. “As many as came to
believe did so through James,” says Hegesippus.

James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly perturbed some factions in
Jerusalem. According to Hegesippus, they begged him to “restrain the people, for they have
gone astray to Jesus, thinking him to be the Messiah . .. We bear you witness that you are
just. .. Persuade the people that they do not go astray . . . we put our trust in you.” They
then set James on the pinnacle of the temple, bidding him to preach to the multitude and
turn them from Jesus. James, however, testified for the Lord. Thereupon, they hurled him
from the roof to the pavement, and cudgeled him to death.
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