Readings for Thursday, January 22, 2026

Vincent of Saragossa — Deacon and Martyr, 304

Psalm 31:1-5

1 Inyou, O LORD, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.

2 Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me,
O LORD, O God of truth.



Revelation 7:13-17

Then one of the elders addressed John, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’

Luke 12:4-12

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and
after that can do nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he
has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows
sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. But even the hairs of
your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

‘And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man also will
acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever denies me before others will be denied
before the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. When they
bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about

how you are to defend yourselves or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you
at that very hour what you ought to say.’

Collect:

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by you, was neither terrified by threats nor
overcome by torments: Strengthen us to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Vincent of Saragossa
Deacon and Martyr, 304

Vincent was a native of Huesca, in northeastern Spain, and was ordained as a deacon by
Valerius, Bishop of Saragossa, who commissioned him to preach throughout his diocese. In
the early years of the fourth century, the fervent Christian community in Spain fell victim
to a persecution ordered by the Roman emperors Diocletian and Maximian. Dacian,
governor of Spain, arrested both Valerius and his deacon Vincent, and had them
imprisoned at Valencia.

According to one account, Valerius had a speech impediment, and so Vincent was often
called upon to preach for him. When the two prisoners were challenged to renounce their
faith, amid threats of torture and death, Vincent said to his bishop, “Father, if you order
me, I will speak.” Valerius is said to have replied, “Son, as I committed you to dispense the
word of God, so I now charge you to answer in vindication of the faith which we defend.”

The young deacon then told the governor that he and his bishop had no intention of
betraying the one true God. The vehemence and enthusiasm of Vincent’s defense showed
no caution in his defiance of the judges, and Dacian’s fury was increased by this
exuberance in Christian witness. Valerius was exiled, but the angry Dacian ordered that
Vincent be tortured.

Although the accounts of his martyrdom have been heavily embellished, Augustine of
Hippo writes that Vincent’s unshakable faith enabled him to endure grotesque
punishments and, finally, death. Vincent’s cult spread rapidly throughout the early church,
and he was venerated as a bold and outspoken preacher and witness to the truth of the
living Christ. He remains an important model for the ministry of deacons not only in doing
works of justice and mercy, but also in proclaiming and teaching the truths of the Christian
faith to the church and to the world.
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